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A collection of Yorkshire’s 
finest attractionsGreat  



Our attractions have been a sanctuary for many of us through the 
Covid-19 pandemic – somewhere where we can stretch our legs, 
breathe in the fresh air and soak in the glorious surroundings. We 
look forward to 2021 with optimism in the hope that the year will 
be kinder to us all. 

Have a browse through our ‘Great Days Out 2021 Guide’ for 
inspirational days out ideas, representing fantastic value for 
money and great fun for all the family. We have 38 historic 
houses, castles, abbeys, gardens and landscapes in our collection 
providing you with plenty of choice for great days out ideas. 
Remember to always check online to see if you need to book 
your visit in advance.

With a whole series of events planned for the year, there is even 
more reason to get out and about. From plant fairs, car and steam 

rallies and period re-enactments to outdoor theatre, concerts and festivals, there is something 
for everyone to enjoy. 

For further information on our collection of attractions or to sign up to receive our regular 
enewsletter visit www.castlesandgardens.co.uk. 

Sir Thomas Ingilby, Chair, Yorkshire’s Great Houses, Castles & Garden

Welcome to  
Yorkshire’s Great Houses, Castles & Gardens 
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National Trust property

English Heritage property

VAQAS Attractions which have 
achieved recognition for planting, 
cleanliness and maintenance of 
their gardens.

Yorkshire In Bloom Gold Award 
Regional award in recognition of 
planting, cleanliness and  
maintenance in gardens.

Accredited Museum

HHA Member of the Historic 
Houses  Association. Please note 
that some  attractions either limit 
or do not permit free entry, so 
please check any restrictions in 
advance of your visit.

Winter Opening Attractions are fully open or 
have reduced opening hours during Winter.

Plant sales

Children’s playground

Tearoom

Gift Shop

Group Visits

Facilities for wheelchair users and
those with limited mobility

Facilities for visual impairments

Facilities for auditory impairments

Symbols



Getting around Yorkshire
Once you’re in Yorkshire there are plenty 
of options for getting around, whether you 
prefer your own pedal power, sitting back on 
a train or bus or exploring scenic back roads 
by car.

By Bicycle
Following on from the huge success of the 
magnificent Tour De France and annual 
Tour De Yorkshire, cycling has never been 
so popular. Quiet country roads, byways and 
a network of cycle paths, there’s a lot to see 
and do, so get on your bike and discover 
Yorkshire from your saddle. To plan your 
perfect cycling route, visit www.yorkshire.
com

By Rail
High speed trains from London and Scotland 
link into an excellent local network at 
places such as York, Leeds, Doncaster and 
Darlington.

By Road
Yorkshire’s road network is easily accessible 
from all parts of the country. The A1 and M1 
from the South and the M62 from the West 
give speedy access into the region.  From the 
North East and Scotland, the A1 brings you to 
the heart of our attractions.

Tourist Information Centres
Yorkshire is well served with a network of 
Tourist Information Centres where you can 
obtain more detailed information leaflets on 
our attractions.
For a full list of Tourist Information Centres 
visit 
www.britainexpress.com/TIC/Yorkshire.htm

www.castlesandgardens.co.uk
Visit our website for further information on 
all of our attractions, discover what’s on and 
keep up to date with the latest news.  

Social Media
Make sure you follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to keep 
up to date with what’s going on across our 
attractions, along with exclusive previews, 
insights and behind the scenes news



Barley Hall is a beautifully restored medieval townhouse located in 
the heart of York. 
It has been decorated to replicate what it would have looked like in 1483 
and boasts a magnificent Great Hall. Visit the Hall to explore its high 
ceilings, beautiful exposed beams and medieval furnishings. You can 
also discover our Magic and Mystery exhibition, and explore the fine line 
between science, religion and magic in medieval society. The historic 
Barley Hall is a fascinating insight into Medieval England.

Opening times 
Please check our website for details. 
 
Directions  
Barley Hall is located in Coffee Yard, with access 
from Stonegate or Swinegate in the centre of York.

Barley Hall
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Surrounded by parkland, with riverside and woodland walks on all 
sides, Beningbrough has been shaped for more than 300 years by 
the people who lived here.  
The spacious, light-filled Saloon Galleries in the hall display the Arts 
Council Collection exhibition ‘In the moment: the art of wellbeing’. In 
the garden, the award-winning designer Andy Sturgeon’s ha-ha walk 
and pergola contrast with the traditional herbaceous borders, sweeping 
lawns, walled and American gardens. The walled garden restaurant 
serves up the day’s harvest through its seasonal menu. Head into the 
parkland for a longer walk, and for younger visitors the wilderness play 
area and den zone complete the day out.

Opening times 
Please check the National Trust website for opening 
times. 
 
Directions  
Located between York and Harrogate. Signposted 
off the A19 and A59 (over toll bridge).

Beningbrough Hall, 
Gallery and Gardens
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Beningbrough, York, YO30 1DD    
01904 472027    nationaltrust.org.uk/beningbrough
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Bolton Abbey situated in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales.  
It is the perfect place to enjoy a riverside or woodland walk or to simply 
relax with a picnic. Entering the “hole in the wall” into the grounds, you 
soon realise you are entering a special place.  With 30,000 acres of 
beautiful countryside, Bolton Abbey has over 80 miles of footpaths to 
explore. We offer family events, river fishing, retail therapy in the estate-
run gift shops and a good choice of cafes for refreshments. There is a 
host of activities awaiting you at Bolton Abbey.

Opening times 
Open every day from 9am. 
 
Directions  
Just off the A59 on the B6160 between Harrogate 
and Skipton. Sat Nav: BD23 6EX.

Bolton Abbey
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01756 718009    boltonabbey.com

Bolton Castle is one of the country’s best-preserved medieval 
castles; originally built as one of the finest and most luxurious 
homes in the land.  
The castle is preserved in outstanding condition with many interesting 
rooms and features to discover including the Old Kitchens, Dungeon, 
Armory and Mary Queen of Scots bedroom. We give our visitors a 
taste of what life was really like during the Castle’s heyday through 
providing the sights, sounds, smells and experiences of life in the past. 
There are beautiful gardens to explore with a maze as well as falconry 
demonstrations, archery and wild boar feeding.

Opening times 
Open 27 March to 31 October 2021. 
 
Directions  
Approximately 5 miles west of Leyburn. Follow A684 
to Wensley, turn right towards Redmire and Carperby 
(also brown signed) and castle will be seen soon 
after Redmire village.

Bolton Castle
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Come and see why Monty Don on Gardener’s World described Breezy 
Knees as “a modern garden created on the grandest of scales, an 
extraordinary achievement and beautiful.”  
Explore sweeping herbaceous borders, a cottage garden, annual 
meadows, a lake and arboretum, rock garden, fountains, a fragrant rose 
garden, special May, June and September gardens and much more. The 
gardens remain packed full of colour throughout summer, supplemented 
by seasonal highlights, such as irises in May, peonies in June, roses in 
mid-summer and the late summer blooms of the September Garden. 
And, enjoy a light lunch, freshly baked scones or a delicious cake in our 
café and have a browse around the fine selection of perennials in our 
specialist nursery.

Opening times 
Gardens/Nursery/Café – Tuesday – Sunday 
(plus Bank Holiday Mondays) 10.30am–5pm,  
1 May – 30 September (Last entry – 3.30pm). 
Note, closed all other Mondays. 
 
Directions  
Situated 6 miles east of York between A64 and  
Warthill village.  Brown signs from A166 but 
easily accessible from A64 (no signs).  Travelling 
eastbound when busy, access from A166 is usually 
quicker.

Breezy Knees Gardens
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Catch a glimpse of Victorian life at this ‘conserved as found’  
country house.  
Wander around beautiful interiors, roam the gorgeous gardens, stop for 
tea in the tearoom, and discover the children’s play area. Brodsworth 
Hall was built and the pleasure gardens laid out, in the 1860s, as an 
up-to-date new home for the Thellusson family and their servants. The 
gardens have been restored, and the faded and worn interiors gently 
conserved, telling the story of the changing fortunes of the people who 
lived and worked here. Don’t forget to visit the newly restored Target 
Garden, Victorian garden privy and Game Larder, enjoy band Sundays 
throughout the summer and check the website for a packed event 
programme. Check website to pre-book tickets.

Opening times 
Garden and Tearoom: 27 March - 31 October, daily 
10am-5pm. 1 November - 23 December, Sat-Sun* 
10am-4pm. 24-25 December Closed. 26 December - 
1 Jan, daily 10am-4pm. 27 December - 11 February, 
Sat-Sun* 10am-4pm. 12 - 27 February, daily* 10am-
4pm. 28 February -31 March, Wed-Sun* 10am-4pm. 
House: 27 March - 31 October, daily 1pm-5pm. 2 
November - 31 March* Closed. House, Garden and 
Tearoom: 24 – 26 December – Closed. *Servants’ 
Wing open weekends and school holidays during this 
period.
Directions  
5 miles north-west of Doncaster off A635 Barnsley 
Road; A1(M) junction 37. Follow brown tourist signs 
to Brodsworth, do not rely on Sat Nav directions.

Brodsworth Hall  
& Gardens
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01302 722598    english-heritage.org.uk/brodsworth
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Burnby Hall Gardens are home to a National Collection of over 80 
varieties of Hardy Water Lily. 
These are cultivated on the Upper and Lower lakes and are in bloom from 
June to August. The Gardens comprise eight acres of woodland and 
garden, and feature an ornamental bridge, a Victorian Garden, an Aviary 
Garden, a Stumpery, and a newly planted Birch Walk. The Stewart Museum 
houses a fascinating collection of artefacts collected by Major Stewart on 
eight world tours that were undertaken between 1906 and 1926. Events 
are held throughout the spring and summer and include a Tulip Festival in 
Late April / early May, Children’s events on Wednesdays during the spring 
and summer Holiday periods, regular Sunday brass band concerts, and 
outdoor theatre events.

Opening times 
10am to 5.30pm March to October; 
10am to 4pm during the winter months. 
 
Directions  
At Pocklington off the A1079 – 12 miles east of 
York. Brown signs direct from all routes into  
Pocklington. Free parking.

Burnby Hall Gardens 
and Museum
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Robert Smythson architecture, and a diverse art collection including 
exquisite Elizabethan carvings and the finest contemporary works 
inspired Simon Jenkins, author of ‘England’s Thousand Best Houses’, 
to describe Burton Agnes Hall as ‘the perfect English house’, one of 
England’s twenty finest alongside Windsor Castle, Buckingham Palace and 
Chatsworth House. Outside, the gardens will leave visitors mesmerised 
by the flamboyant seasonal displays of colour, shape, texture and scents.  
Visitors are invited to explore the several thousand plant varieties; potager; 
herbaceous borders; jungle garden; classical pond and Woodland Walk. 
Many treats await visitors in the courtyard. Original, handcrafted gifts and 
souvenirs can be found in the courtyard shops and the café offers  
home-made meals using the garden’s fruit and vegetables and local 
ingredients.

Opening times 
Hall, Gardens, Shops & Café open daily 11am-5pm 
1 April - 31 October & 14 November – 23 December. 
 
Directions  
We are easily found on the A614 York to Bridlington 
road, midway between Driffield and Bridlington.

Burton Agnes Hall 
and Gardens
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Burton Constable has been home to the Constable family for over 700 
years and is one of the most fascinating English country houses to 
survive with its historic collections.  
The Elizabethan mansion is now a museum with over 30 rooms crammed 
with family treasures. Surrounded by 330 acres of stunning historic Grade 
II* listed, Capability Brown parkland, it is the ideal place to while away 
the hours. Historic features including the dam-cum-bridge, slumbering 
60ft sperm-whale and wonderful Georgian orangery are set amongst the 
idyllic walks and trails rich in wildlife and natural beauty – perfect for your 
wellbeing and for mindful moments. Benefit from breath-taking behind the 
scenes tours, exciting exhibitions, and an array of events all year round!

Opening times 
Hall: 27 March – 31 October & 20 November – 19 
December. Closed Mondays (except Bank & School 
Holidays).  
Stables, Grounds, Kitchen & Shop: Daily 1 January – 
31 December.  
 
Directions  
From Beverley: A1035 Bridlington road then follow 
A165 towards Hull.  
From Hull: A1033 towards Hedon, turn left at 
Saltend roundabout and follow Historic House signs.

Burton Constable 
Hall & Grounds
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‘One of the top 10 buildings you must visit in your lifetime’ The 
Telegraph 2018.  
Castle Howard sits in 1,000 acres of parkland in the Howardian Hills – a 
designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty just outside York. Inside 
the House admire awe-inspiring architecture, world renowned collections 
and allow guides to share stories of the Howard family who have lived at 
Castle Howard ever since it was built. Outside, sweeping parkland dotted 
with lakes, temples and statues; a formal walled garden and an impressive 
woodland housing a rare botanical collection offer endless opportunity to 
explore. Plus, enjoy Skelf Island, our new adventure playground across the 
Great Lake. Treat yourself at a range of cafes and shops, including garden 
centre and farm shop.  

Opening times 
Grounds and Stable Courtyard open daily. Please 
check the Castle Howard website for house opening 
dates and times.  
 
Directions  
15 miles north-east of York, just off the A64.  
Public transport available.

Castle Howard
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A historic Yorkshire manor house set within relaxed and tranquil 
gardens. 
Once you arrive through the gates of East Riddlesden Hall the surrounding 
urban area immediately fades into the background.  The gardens are 
perfect for picnics, playing games or simply watching the world go by. 
Natural play areas give people of all ages a chance to get back to the 
basics of using your imagination. The historic bothy houses the tearoom, 
serving up a delicious selection of homemade cakes and seasonal treats.
Locally sourced products in the shop are perfect to take home or as gifts.  

Opening times 
Please check the National Trust website for opening 
times.
 
Directions  
Located between Bradford and Skipton on Bradford 
Road (B6265) in Riddlesden. Take the A650 from 
Bradford or the A629 from Skipton.

East Riddlesden Hall
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Explore an awe-inspiring World Heritage Site set within the Skell 
Valley. 
Discover imposing abbey ruins with a dramatic history and a sweeping 
Georgian water garden boasting crashing cascades, follies and statues, 
alongside mirror-like ponds. Venture further, into the medieval deer 
park to take in ancient tree avenues and red, fallow and sika deer. 
You’ll also find William Burges’ gothic masterpiece St Mary’s Church in 
Studley Royal deer park. Hidden gems include the Elizabethan façade of 
Fountains Hall, a secret herb garden, heritage vegetables and crafts at 
Swanley Grange, and the oldest standing building in the care of National 
Trust, Fountains Mill. In the play area zoom along the zip-wire, climb 
a mini abbey and build a den, then follow paths to the bird hide to get 
twitching.

 
Opening times 
Please check the National Trust website for opening 
times. 

Directions  
Located off the B6265 to Pateley Bridge, signed from 
A1, 12 miles north of Harrogate (A61). Free parking 
at visitor centre. Pay and display at Studley Royal 
deer park.

Fountains Abbey 
and Studley Royal
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Studley Royal Park including 
the Ruins of Fountains Abbey
inscribed on the World 
Heritage List in 1986

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization

photos: National Trust Images/Chris Lacey

Yorkshire’s Great Houses, Castles & Gardens 9



Harewood sits on the outskirts of Leeds and Harrogate, just seven 
miles from the centre of Leeds yet in the heart of beautiful Yorkshire 
scenery.  
One of the Treasure Houses of England, Harewood House is a charity, 
which offers a historical house, stunning gardens and a Bird Garden to 
the public. Expect the unexpected at Harewood, with regular exhibitions 
of national significance, special events and themed weekends throughout 
the season. It’s also a living and breathing house and a wonderful location 
to bring your family to enjoy the Bird Garden, Farm and Playground and 
food and drink offering. 2021 will see Harewood welcome a range of 
contemporary artists for the second Harewood Biennial, a celebration of 
modern-day craft.

Opening times 
For full 2021 opening times, please visit 
harewood.org. 
 
Directions  
Located between Leeds and Harrogate
on the A61. Sat Nav LS17 9LQ.

Harewood House
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Grounded in North Yorkshire, Making Marks Around the Globe. At 
Kiplin Hall and Gardens visitors can encounter 400 years’ worth 
of stories about international adventure lived out by members 
of the four families who owned Kiplin over four centuries. The 
Calverts, Crowes, Carpenters, and Talbots, were all related by blood 
and/or marriage. Kiplin family members have gone forth from their 
quiet, beloved North Yorkshire base, grounded by a strong sense of 
community and a love of the local land, making an impact in the wider 
world. Explore the historic house and scenic grounds which offer 
lakeside walks, woodland paths, rolling lawns and formal gardens. The 
Walled Garden provides fresh Yorkshire produce for delicious jams, 
soups, scones, and cakes served in the atmospheric Tea Room. 

Opening times 
10am–5pm from 5 February Gardens & Tea Room, 
from 5 March Hall, Gardens & Tea Room (All Closed 
Thursdays) until Sunday 31 October.
 
Directions  
Between Richmond and Northallerton on the B6271, 
about 5 miles east of the A1(M) and 2 miles from 
Scorton (exit Junction 52 for Catterick).
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Kiplin Hall 
& Gardens
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The splendid Edwardian estate is a short drive from Leeds and boasts 
extensive grounds, beautiful gardens and a Red Deer Park.   
Lotherton is the former home of the Gascoigne family who lived there from 
1825 until 1968. The hall now tells the story of its former owners through 
furniture, paintings, silver and ceramics worthy of a national museum. 
Outdoors there are the two adventure playgrounds, woodlands and 
orchard to explore. The conservation zoo Wildlife World houses a colony 
of penguins and brand new Nocturnal House which is home to amazing 
animals including a three-banded armadillo. An exciting programme of 
events and activities run throughout the year and a membership package 
is available for regular visitors to get the best value across the year.

Opening times 
March to October 
Hall and Wildlife World: 10am-5pm 
November to February  
Hall and Wildlife World: 10am-4pm 
Hall closed January & February except guided tours.   
 
Directions  
From the south: 2.5 miles from J47 of the M1 
From the north: 3.5 miles from J44 of the A1

Lotherton
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Picturesquely set amid woodland, this is the best preserved  
Carthusian priory in Britain, with an Arts and Crafts mansion and  
beautiful gardens too. The house was adapted by wealthy industrialist, 
Sir Lowthian Bell, patron of the Arts & Crafts movement. His famous 
grand-daughter, Gertrude Bell - world-traveller, spy, author and 
photographer - often visited. Two rooms are refurbished with William 
Morris wallpaper,  and you can explore the attics. Discover how the 
hermit monks lived 600 years ago in the reconstructed monk’s cell and 
garden plot. The extensive gardens have been replanted, following a 
design by celebrity gardener Chris Beardshaw that responds to the Arts 
and Crafts history of Mount Grace. The famous priory stoats inhabit 
the passages under Mount Grace and are possibly the best-known 
colony of stoats in Yorkshire. Check website to pre-book tickets.

Opening times 
27 March - 31 October, daily 10am-5pm.
1 November - 18 February, daily 10am-4pm.
19 - 27 February, daily 10am - 4pm.
28 February - 31 March, Wed-Sun 10am-4pm.
24 - 26 December and 1 January - Closed 

Directions  
12 miles north of Thirsk, 6 miles north-east of 
Northallerton, near A19. Look for brown English 
Heritage signs placed approximately half a mile 
before the turning.

Mount Grace Priory, 
House & Gardens
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english-heritage.org.uk/mountgracepriory
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Founded in 1145, discover the delights and charm of an old  
Augustinian Priory and the alleged resting place for the body of  
Oliver Cromwell - minus his head!  
Originally founded in 1145 on land granted by William the Conqueror, 
Newburgh Priory was sold for £1,062 by Henry VIII to a chaplain in 1549,  
when it then became a private residence. Visiting today you will see  
Newburgh Priory has retained it’s tudor charm and is very much still a family 
home. With intriguing ceramics and incredible architecture, discover more 
about the house history including the “cursed” wing and links to Cromwell. 
Stroll around the herbaceous borders in the walled garden or enjoy topiary, 
lakes and trees planted by royalty, which are key features around the  
grounds. Newburgh Priory is a hidden gem in the heart of the Howardian  
Hills with sweeping views over towards the White Horse of Kilburn. 

Opening times 
Open Wednesdays & Sundays from April – June. 
Bank Holiday Mondays 31 May & 30 August. 
Christmas Trees on sale in December (House 
closed). See website for full times. 
 
Directions  
Located in the village of Coxwold approx 3 miles 
south of Thirsk off the A19.

Newburgh Priory
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The perfect day out for the whole family! Make sure that you allow a 
full day for your visit to Newby Hall as there is so much to do!  
An elegant Georgian House with spectacular interiors sits amidst 25 
acres of award winning gardens. A legendary adventure playground, 
miniature railway, pedalo boats, water play and vintage swing boats keep 
the children content for hours. The Dollshouse Exhibition and Bear House 
bring delight to visitors of all ages. Meet up with friends and family in 
the Garden Restaurant, not forgetting to pick something to take home 
from our design-led Shop and ever-growing Plant Nursery! Special Events 
throughout the year.

Opening times 
1 April – 26 September, Tuesday – Sunday. Open 7 
days a week in July and August. For House opening 
times, please see website. 
Harrogate Flower Show 17-19 September 2021.
 
Directions  
Just off the A1(M) Jct. 48 on the B6265 between 
Ripon and Boroughbridge. For Sat Nav use HG4 5AJ. 
Free Parking.

Newby Hall & Gardens
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Built to impress in the 18th century, Nostell is one of the great 
treasure houses in the north of England, surrounded by 300 acres 
of parkland and landscape gardens.  
Discover interiors by influential architect Robert Adam, a world-class 
collection of furniture, textiles and wallpaper supplied by Thomas 
Chippendale, priceless paintings and a rare John Harrison clock. Visit 
in 2021 to unravel the stories of Nostell’s 18th century dolls’ house. A 
miniature marvel and the only one of its kind you can still see in the 
original family home. Explore the fragrant Kitchen Garden and meander 
along lakeside and woodland paths to spot seasonal wildlife. Let your 
kids loose in the outdoor play area and bring your bikes to ride through 
Nostell’s cycle-only woodland trail.

Opening times 
Please check the National Trust website for opening 
times. 
 
Directions  
From Wakefield, head along the A638 towards 
Doncaster.

Nostell
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01924 863892    nationaltrust.org.uk/nostell
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Enjoy the atmosphere of this beautiful Yorkshire manor house, sitting 
on the quiet banks of the River Rye.  
At this welcoming house and garden, in its beautiful setting on the River 
Rye, you can discover stories about the Fife family in the 1920s, as well 
as the rise and fall of Lord Preston during the 17th century. The organic 
garden is ideal for relaxing and you can picnic in wildflower meadows and 
fruit orchards. Enjoy a seasonal programme of art exhibitions including 
the thought provoking ‘Change in Attitudes’ installation, comprising of 
five thousand ceramic rhino horns. There is also the Carlisle Collection of 
miniature rooms, renowned for its high quality craftsmanship, to enjoy.

  
Opening times 
Please check the National Trust website for opening 
times. 
 
Directions  
A170 Helmsley to Pickering road; 11½ miles north of 
Malton to Helmsley road (B1257); 21 miles north of 
York, via B1363.

Nunnington Hall

20

K
W

cb
Nunnington, York, YO62 5UY    
01439 748283    
nationaltrust.org.uk/nunnington-hall

photo: National Trust Images/Paul Harris photo: National Trust Images/John Millar

photo: National Trust Images/Dennis Gilbert

E

13Yorkshire’s Great Houses, Castles & Gardens 



A working estate on ancient farmland, with the Pennyman 
family home at its heart, is the last surviving historic estate in 
Middlesbrough.  
The 400-year-old estate has had many owners, from the scandalous 
Sir James Pennyman, the 6th baronet, to the generous Ruth and Jim. 
Uncover the family’s stories as you explore their much-loved Georgian 
mansion home. Visit the servants’ wing and see the working model 
railway layouts. Enjoy a treat from the tea room before a stroll through 
the seasonal garden, with newly revealed vistas, or follow the Pennyman 
woods trail to discover the wider estate. Families can play in the natural 
play area, enjoy a game of croquet and have fun in the family room. 

Opening times 
Please check the National Trust website for opening 
times. 
 
Directions  
From A19 take A174 to A172 or west of the A171. 
Follow signs for Ormesby Hall and the entrance is on 
Ladgate Lane (B1380).

Ormesby Hall
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Located in a tranquil and picturesque setting steeped in history.  
Parcevall Hall Gardens are the largest and the only RHS and English 
Heritage registered gardens open to the public in the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park. The 24 acres consists of colourful and intricate formal 
terraces, specimen trees and shrubs collected from Western China and the 
Himalayas, a natural rock garden considered to be the finest of its type in 
Northern England, historic rose garden displaying around 200 varieties and 
an orchard containing old and unusual apple varieties.  Rhododendrons 
thrive and there are also Woodland Trails, the Herb Garden, Camellia Walk 
and Chapel Garden to enjoy.  A pure delight for lovers of gardens and a 
wonderful place to visit for a peaceful stroll in glorious surrounds.

Opening times 
1 April – 31 October.   
Daily 10am-6pm (last admittance 5pm). 
 
Directions  
Brown signs direct from the B6265 and from the 
B6I60.  Free Parking.  Groups by prior arrangement.

Parcevall Hall Gardens
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Skyreholme, Nr. Appletreewick, BD23 6DE    
01756 720311    parcevallhallgardens.co.uk
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Discover the remarkable history of Raby Castle 
Built in the 14th century by the powerful Nevill family, Raby Castle is one of 
the most impressive intact castles in England. Home to Cicely Nevill,  
mother of Kings Edward IV & Richard III, Raby Castle was a scene of the 
plotting of the Rising of the North and a Parliamentary stronghold during  
the Civil War. Since 1626 Raby Castle has been the seat of Lord and Lady 
Barnard and the Vane family. Treasures on display include an important 
collection of Meissen porcelain, tapestries, furniture and paintings. Set in 
stunning parkland with resident Red and Fallow deer, visitors to Raby can  
also enjoy the picturesque Walled Gardens with their magnificent yew  
hedges. 

Opening times 
Opening times may vary – please check our website 
before visiting. Castle and Gardens open seasonally. 
Deer Park, Play Area, Stables Cafe and Shop open 
daily. 
 
Directions  
Raby Castle is situated on the A688 West Auckland 
to Barnard Castle road, 8 miles North East of Barnard 
Castle. It can be easily reached from the A1(M) and 
A66.

Raby Castle
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Set 1½ miles from the centre of Harrogate, this family-friendly garden 
is as much an inspiration to the amateur gardener as it is delightful to 
nature lovers.  
The 58-acre site is full of innovative design, creative planting and practical 
ideas to take home. Highlights include the colourful herbaceous borders 
and wildflower meadows, the kitchen, scented and sub-tropicana gardens, 
the alpine zone and the woodland and streamside walks. Children will enjoy 
exploring the natural play features including the Logness Monster and the 
Craggle Top Tree House. Visitors can enjoy a host of events throughout the 
year; Bettys Café Tea Rooms overlooking the garden and the RHS Plant Centre 
and Gift Shop with a wide range of plants, tools, accessories and gifts. Harlow 
Carr is open to visitors with advance bookings, until COVID restrictions are 
lifted. RHS members go free. For further information see the website.

Opening times 
The Garden is open every day except Christmas Day
9.30am – 6pm (4pm November – February)
Last admission is one hour before closing time. 
 
Directions  
1½ miles from Harrogate, Crag Lane, Otley Road 
(B6162), Sat Nav: HG3 1QB
Bus: X6 / X6a Harrogate train/bus station 

RHS Garden Harlow Carr
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01423 565418    rhs.org.uk/harlowcarr
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Ripley Castle has been home to the Ingilby family for over 700 years. 
As it has belonged to the same family for 26 generations, Ripley’s colourful 
and sometimes gruesome history is well documented. If the Castle walls 
could talk they would tell the story of kings and queens; civil war and 
plagues; secrets concealed behind the Knight’s Chamber panelling; the 
swashbuckling daughter who held Oliver Cromwell at gunpoint in the library, 
and numerous clandestine affairs. The Walled Gardens contain some of 
Britain’s largest herbaceous borders, the Hothouses contain a tropical plant 
collection, and the Kitchen Gardens include rare collections of herbs and 
spices, fruit trees and vegetables. You can also take a walk around the lake 
and into the Deer Park.

Opening times 
Please see website for 2021 Opening times -  
www.ripleycastle.co.uk. 
 
Directions  
Ripley Castle and Village are situated 3 miles north 
of Harrogate off the A61, 5 miles west of 
Knaresborough and 7.7 miles south of Ripon.

Ripley Castle  
and Gardens
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Ripley, Harrogate, HG3 3AY    
01423 770152    ripleycastle.co.uk

Revel in the tranquillity of the award-winning contemporary Walled 
Garden at Scampston, designed by renowned Dutch plantsman Piet Oudolf.  
Journey through the arresting perennial meadow, discover the contemporary 
waves of grass, and take time to enjoy the calm of the contemplative ‘silent 
garden’. Within the Walled Garden you’ll also find our welcoming café 
serving delectable lunches and cream teas. The traditional Hall gardens 
and ‘Capability’ Brown parkland provide beautiful walks and scenic views 
out to the rising Wolds and include the stunning Palladian Bridge, a restored 
icehouse and the lakes brimming with wildlife. A nature trail is also available 
for young children – collect your explorer pack to discover the secrets of 
Scampston’s magical forest. Scampston Hall, with its opulent regency interior 
and impressive collection of art and antiques, is open for guided tours in the 
early summer.

Opening times 
Gardens & Parkland: 26 March – 31 October 2021; 
Wednesday – Sunday and Bank Holiday Mondays, 
10am-5pm. 
Hall: 9 May – 2 August, Wednesday – Friday, 
Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays (12noon, 1pm & 
2pm tours).
 
Directions  
Five miles east of Malton, off the A64. Just after the 
village of Rillington take the turn signed ‘Scampston 
Only’. Follow signs to the Walled Garden.

Scampston Hall & 
Walled Garden
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Sewerby Hall and Gardens has got it all, regarded as Bridlington’s best 
family attraction. 
The stately home and grounds offer a great mix of heritage in the house 
and gardens, interactive trails, play features and - best of all - the zoo. Step 
back in time in the house and learn about the history of the Lloyd-Greame 
family. Be entertained in the zoo with the friendly penguins, pygmy goats 
and Eccy the parrot, who is always keen to chat. Relax in the Walled and 
Rose Gardens and be amazed by the giant monkey puzzle trees in the 
Pleasure Gardens.  Don’t miss the Natural History Museum’s 56th Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year exhibition between 24 April & 4 July 2021. It 
certainly is a great day out for the whole family.

Opening times 
Please see the Sewerby Hall website for details.
 
Directions  
Located two miles north of Bridlington in Sewerby 
village. Follow the brown tourist signs from the 
outskirts of Bridlington. 

Sewerby Hall  
and Gardens
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01262 673769    sewerbyhall.co.uk

Guardian of the Gateway to the Yorkshire Dales for over 900 years. 
Skipton Castle, once home to the famous Clifford Lords, is one of the 
best preserved and most complete medieval castles in England. Fully 
roofed, it is a fascinating and delightful place to explore in any season 
– from atmospheric Dungeon to the great Watch Tower, from the 
Chapel to the beautiful Conduit Court – a free self-guiding Tour Sheet is 
available in 10 languages. You may relax on the peaceful Chapel Terrace 
with its fine views over the town and woods, and enjoy traditional fare 
in the Clifford Tea-rooms. The Castle stands at the head of the bustling 
High Street of this lively unspoilt town with its popular market. 
Events 2021: For up-to-date information and 
events visit www.skiptoncastle.co.uk.

Opening times 
Open every day from 10am (Sundays from 11am). 
Last admissions 5pm (October – March 4pm).  
Closed 23-25 December. 
 
Directions  
Castle entrance gateway at the head of the High 
Street. Large car and coach park nearby. 
The Bailey Car Park BD23 1UA.

Skipton Castle
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Opening times 
House opening times vary, please check the website 
or call before your visit. Grounds, Garden, Café and 
retail are open 10am – 5pm - Tuesday to Sunday. 
Open Bank holidays. 
 
Directions  
From York A166 towards Driffield. From Hull A1079 
to Bishop Burton then follow signs to Malton to pick 
up signs to Sledmere.

Sledmere House
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Discover 500 years of history in the stunning mansion house 
of Temple Newsam, set within 1500 acres of Capability Brown 
landscaped gardens, parkland and scenic woods.  
Explore over 40 rooms filled with fine and decorative art and uncover 
the secrets of past residents who lived and worked on the estate. Go 
under the ropes and behind the scenes on a Temple Newsam tour and 
take a trip to Home Farm, a working rare breed facility with historic 
outbuildings dating back to the 17th century. The cobbled courtyard is 
home to Temple Newsam Tea Rooms which serves up a variety of locally 
sourced food and drinks, and Mrs Pawson’s Shop where you can buy 
local Yorkshire produce amongst other tasty treats. Temple Newsam 
also boasts an eclectic events programme including festivals, family fun 
activities during the school holidays and loads more. 

Opening times 
Opening times vary, please visit the website for 
details. 
 
Directions  
From the M1 take junction 46. There is paid parking 
available onsite. Please visit the website for public 
transport information.

Temple Newsam
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Temple Newsam Road, Leeds, LS15 0AE 
0113 336 7460    templenewsam.leeds.gov.uk

K g

cE

b

18 Yorkshire’s Great Houses, Castles & Gardens 

Sledmere, situated at the heart of the Yorkshire Wolds, provides the 
chance to enjoy all the best of a ‘day in the country’.   
Surrounding the stunning Grade I listed Sledmere House, which is still 
lived in and has been cherished by the Sykes family for over 250 years, are 
the renowned gardens (as featured on BBC Gardeners World) , wonderful 
‘Capability Brown’ parkland and Accredited Rare Breed conservation Farm 
Park alongside a fantastic children’s adventure play area.  Also, here to 
enjoy are our Coach House Café and Farm Shop (newly refurbished and 
enlarged for 2021) - showcasing local and seasonal fresh produce, Garden 
Centre, Gift & Home Store and ‘The Pantry’ selling our carefully selected 
fine food and drink.



Situated in beautiful Coverdale, The Forbidden Corner is one of 
England’s most recent follies. 
A unique labyrinth of tunnels, chambers, follies and surprises, created in 
a four acre garden in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales. The Temple of the 
underworld, the eye of the needle, a huge pyramid made of translucent 
glass, paths and passages that lead nowhere and extraordinary statues 
at every turn. There are decisions to be made and tricks to avoid. A day 
out with a difference that will challenge and delight children of all ages.
Our bespoke themed play park is a new and exciting addition for your 
little explorers to enjoy. Fancy a bite to eat? Our superb Corner Café 
has been extended and refurbished for 2021, offering delicious freshly 
prepared local food at great prices.

Opening times 
Everyday from 1 April – 31 October and then  
Sundays until Christmas. Monday – Saturday 12 
noon until 6pm. Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am-
6pm (or dusk if earlier). Admission is by pre-booked 
tickets only, please phone before your visit, or visit 
our website and book online. 

Directions  
Follow signs for Middleham, take the Coverdale road, 
past Coverham church, then turn right opposite the 
cottages and through the big iron gates. Sat Nav 
users please use the postcode DL8 4TQ.

The Forbidden Corner
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The first sight of this French style château, just 13 miles from Scotch 
Corner, never fails to astonish. 
Purpose built in the 19th Century by businessman John Bowes and his 
French wife Joséphine, it’s the North’s Museum of Art, Fashion and Design. 
Boasting some of the best examples of European fine and decorative arts 
in the UK, including masterpieces by Canaletto, Goya and El Greco, there 
are stunning galleries dedicated to Fashion & Textiles, Silver & Metals, 
British Decorative Arts and Ceramics. Acclaimed exhibitions, a varied pro-
gramme of events, seasonal food in Café Bowes and a fabulous gift shop 
all make for a day out not to be missed.

Opening times 
Open daily 10am–5pm. Closed only 25 & 26  
December & 1 January. 
 
Directions  
Just off the A66, 13 miles west of Scotch Corner/A1 
interchange, in the Pennines in the North of England. 
17 miles from Darlington Train Station.

The Bowes Museum
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A 120 garden of trees that is glorious throughout the year.  
In spring and early summer it is ablaze with naturalised flowering bulbs 
and wildflower meadows, while in autumn the colours are spectacular. 
Wander off to explore peaceful hidden glades or the banks of the newly-
restored lake, let the children go wild, and enjoy the very best in seasonal, 
home-cooked food in the café. Free weekly tours and a variety of events 
ensure there’s something for everyone, whenever you visit. Under-12s 
are admitted free of charge and group bookings are welcome.

Opening times 
1 March – 30 November daily 10am – 5pm  
(Last entry 4pm).  
 
Directions  
15 miles NE of York. Follow the brown signs for 
Castle Howard. The Yorkshire Arboretum is located 
opposite the entrance to Castle Howard.

The Yorkshire Arboretum
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Thorp Perrow Arboretum has one of the finest collection of rare, 
notable and historic trees in the north of England.  
The Arboretum covers 100 acres and is home to 51 Champion Trees 
and 5 National Collections. Open all year, the Arboretum offers a 
different experience throughout the seasons: from the snowdrops 
and croci heralding the start of Spring to the spectacular display 
of fiery reds, oranges and golds which set the woodlands ablaze 
throughout Autumn. The Arboretum is also home to a large Bird 
of Prey centre incorporating an exciting mammal section and 
daily flying displays, as well as a plant shop, tearoom, adventure 
play area and a year-round program of family friendly events.  

Opening times 
Spring, Summer and Autumn opening  
(mid February – mid November): Open daily from 
10am–5pm Winter opening (mid November –  
mid February): Weekdays 10am–3pm and weekends 
10am–4pm. Closed on Christmas Day. 
 
Directions  
Use A1 junction 51. Follow Masham B6268 and turn 
left for Snape (signposted). Also accessible from 
B6267 Masham-Thirsk Road (signposted).

Thorp Perrow Arboretum
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Tucked behind York Minster, Treasurer’s House is not as it first 
appears.  
In 1897, Frank Green (the grandson of a wealthy industrialist) bought 
and created a lavish show home, grand enough to impress Edward 
VII during his visit. He was passionate about history and indulged this 
by saving Treasurer’s and other buildings in York. He also built a large 
collection of fine antiques, art and furniture from around the world, 
and this was the first house given to the National Trust, complete 
with its collection.  The award winning garden is an oasis of calm, so 
relax and enjoy unrivalled views of the Minster. Head to the National 
Trust high street shop around the corner to round off your visit.

 
Opening times 
please check the National Trust website for opening 
times. 
 
Directions  
Find us behind York Minster. Use York city centre 
parking or public transport.

Treasurer’s House
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nationaltrust.org.uk/treasurershouse

photos: Cathy Thornton, National Trust Images/Chris Lacey

Glorious gardens, woodland and parkland, created for the 
privileged few and preserved for everyone to enjoy.  
South Yorkshire’s only grade I registered landscape has over 500 acres 
to explore. There are fascinating stories to uncover, plus an endless 
variety of gentle walking trails, picnic and hide and seek spots to 
keep the kids entertained. This special place includes the fairy-tale 
“ancient ruins” of Stainborough Castle as well as many other follies and 
monuments. There’s the Victorian conservatory, full of exotic plants, the 
maze-like Union Jack Garden, winding paths of the fernery, wilderness 
paths in the woodland and the Victorian flower garden. The parkland 
boasts views across Yorkshire’s countryside and is home to herds of 
deer.  

Wentworth Castle 
Gardens
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01226 323070    www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
wentworth-castle-gardens

photos: Chris Lacey

Opening times 
Please check the National Trust website for opening 
times.
 
Directions  
Exit the M1 at junction 37 towards Barnsley and  
follow the road signs to Wentworth Castle Gardens. 
Bus services 23a, 24, 24a and 410 stop on Gilroyd 
Lane/ Lowe Lane. Head towards the Strafford Arms 
pub to reach the main entrance.

K gW

c

b

E 

21Yorkshire’s Great Houses, Castles & Gardens 



York Gate Garden is a one-acre hidden gem, that offers enjoyment 
for both passionate plantsman and designers alike. 
Recently given Grade II listing by Historic England for recognition as 
an important post war landscape and garden.  An Arts and Crafts 
style garden with 14 different garden rooms is maintained by a young 
and passionate team of horticulturalists. After expanding the garden 
in 2020, visitors will now have access to the traditional wildflower 
meadow, plant nursery selling unusual and rare perennials, café serving 
homemade seasonal dishes, heritage centre explaining the Spencer 
family’s garden legacy and gift shop selling a wide range of garden 
gifts. Owned by Perennial, the UK charity helping people in horticulture 
and their families.

Opening times 
Garden: 1 April – 31 October, Wednesday – Sunday 
11am-4.30pm (including Bank Holiday Mondays) 
online booking only via website. 
Café: All year round Wednesday – Sunday 10am- 
5pm (closed Christmas, see website). 
 
Directions  
From Leeds, follow A660 north; right at the lights 
at Adel. Left onto Church Lane then right onto Back 
Church Lane. Turn left into the Garden.

York Gate Garden
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0113 2678240    yorkgate.org.uk

Situated in 500 acres of 18th-century landscape in West Bretton 
(one mile from junction 38 of the M1), YSP is the UK’s leading 
international centre for modern and contemporary sculpture. 
Experience major indoor and open-air exhibitions, ambitious 
interventions in the landscape and an exciting programme of events in 
2021.  Booking required - please plan your visit at ysp.org.uk.

Opening times 
Open daily (except 24 and 25 December). 
 
Directions  
One mile from M1, junction 38. 

Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park
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Keep the 
conversation going

Share your photos of great days out and help us to keep the conversation  
going. Keep connected with us through Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. We’ll 

be giving out prizes of a free Family Pass to our most loyal and entertaining 
followers who share the best highlights and photos of their year with us.

         @YGHCG             YGHCG             yghcg1

To keep up to date with news and information visit

castlesandgardens.co.uk
Tel: 01759 373628  Email: enquiries@castlesandgardens.co.uk  



www.castlesandgardens.co.uk           01759 373628
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 1  Barley Hall
 2  Beningbrough Hall, Gallery & Gardens
 3  Bolton Abbey
 4  Bolton Castle
 5  Breezy Knees Gardens
 6  Brodsworth Hall & Gardens
 7  Burnby Hall Gardens & Museum
 8  Burton Agnes Hall & Gardens
 9  Burton Constable Hall & Grounds
 10  Castle Howard
 11  East Riddlesden Hall
 12  Fountains Abbey & Studley Royal
 13  Harewood House 

 14  Kiplin Hall & Gardens
 15  Lotherton
 16  Mount Grace Priory, House & Gardens
 17  Newburgh Priory
 18 Newby Hall & Gardens 
 19 Nostell  
20 Nunnington Hall
 21  Ormesby Hall

22  Parcevall Hall Gardens 
 23 Raby Castle 
 24  RHS Garden Harlow Carr 

 25 Ripley Castle & Gardens  

26 Scampston Hall & Walled Garden
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 30 Temple Newsam  
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 32 The Forbidden Corner  
 33 The Yorkshire Arboretum   
34 Thorp Perrow Arboretum 
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